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was being done and said regarding the education of young
children.
(2) Secondary schools With regard to secondary education, it
is unnecessary for our purpose to extend
our backward glance beyond the year 1868, when the Schools
Inquiry Commission issued its report upon the endowed and
private schools that lay between the nine great public schools
and the elementary schools of that time. Assistant Com-
missioners had been sent into all parts of the country, and their
reports varied considerably. Of one district it was reported:
"Latin is taught to every boy, Greek to all who remain long
enough in the school; arithmetic and even mathematics are
looked upon as subjects of quite inferior importance; modern
languages are little attended to; chemistry and physics are
scarcely heard of."1 Another said: "There were only one or
two schools at which I found lessons given either in English
history and literature, or in the French language, or in chemis-
try in such a way as to have any educational effect. As a general
rule the knowledge of Latin in a grammar school is the
measurement of attainment in all other subjects."2 Another
reported that Latin "is more often taught to keep up a show
of obedience to founders' wills than for any better reason.
It is so taught in the majority of cases that it comes literally to
nothing. Finally it furnishes the pretext for the neglect of all
other useful learning, and is the indirect means of keeping
down the general level of education in almost every small
town which is so unfortunate as to possess an endowment."8
He further stated that three-fourths of the boys he examined in
endowed schools would not have passed the examination of
elementary school children of the same age in arithmetic or
any other subject. Quotations from the report might be multi-
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